Scleroderma-like disorders.
Fibrosing disorders comprise a wide spectrum of heterogeneous diseases characterized by sclerosis of the dermis, subcutis, and sometimes the underlying soft tissues and bone. The hallmark of this group of diseases is skin thickening as in systemic sclerosis with a different distribution pattern and for this reason they have also been referred to as "scleroderma-like" disorders. These diseases may have a different clinical course ranging from a benign disease with a localized cutaneous involvement, to a widespread, systemic, life-threatening disease. Some of them are associated with autoantibodies and/or autoimmune conditions. An accurate recognition of these scleroderma-like diseases is important for the institution of the most appropriate treatment.